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PRE-SUBMISSION BRIEFING FOR AUTHORS
STANDARD SERVICES
Rigorous, expert peer review

Blind, independent peer review undertaken by a minimum of three expert peer reviewers. Reviewers are
drawn from the journal’s editorial board, its volunteer peer reviewer pool, and where necessary also from
Pubmed. More information on peer review.

Submission to first editorial decision including peer review in 4 weeks average

Peer review takes place and the editorial decision-maker’s first editorial decision is made within an average
of four weeks. Longer or shorter periods may occasionally be encountered. More information on editorial
decision-making.

Rapid publication in 2-4 weeks after final acceptance

All papers accepted for publication are proof read by professional editors before being typeset. Production
is managed by our production staff to efficiently obtain a professional, high-quality article.

Simple author instructions and manuscript submission system

Our manuscript preparation guidelines and submission system is designed to be simple to use. More
information about preparing and submitting your manuscript.

Paper promotion after publication through scholarly databases, social media, opted-in journal
newsletters, and optional TrendMD inclusion

All published papers will be announced through the journal’s opted-in email alerts service and social media
channels including Facebook and Twitter. Journals are extensively indexed including premier databases
such as Pubmed, Scopus and many EBSCO databases. Refer to each journal’s home page to see a full list of
external indexes. Optionally authors may also promote their paper through TrendMD.

Article and journal-level usage data

Usage metrics are available for all published papers within about 72 hours of publication and include
downloads by month and geographical region. Usage data is also drawn from Pubmed Central where
applicable. Selected journals also offer journal metrics. Please note that article-level usage metrics is
currently in beta. More information is available on each metrics webpage.

Unlimited revisions to typeset proofs without deadlines
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There are no deadlines for authors to approve typeset proofs and unlimited rounds of revisions are
permitted.

High circulation, visibility and readership

Most of our journals are open access (all excluding the Clinical Medicine Reviews series of subscription-
only journals) and are widely indexed. Authors and readers can freely read, cite and share papers.

OPTIONAL SERVICES
The following services are available upon request.
Detailed guidance for authors on how to enhance article visibility

Download a free sample of Susan M. Gay’s Amazon Kindle ebook on enhancing the visibility of published
articles, Getting Read and Cited more: Practical Steps to Maximise the Visibility of Your Scientific
Paper, here.

Pre-peer review language polishing and paper formatting service

Particularly recommended for authors whose first language is not English, this service helps to avoid
language and presentation errors that may adversely impact on peer review outcomes. Learn more about our
English editing service.

Pre-submission paper-matching and editor in chief consultation

Simplify selection of the best journal for your paper and obtain feedback from the editor in chief with this
complimentary service. Learn more about the Ask an Editor in Chief service.

Printed reprints

Share your article with your colleagues or students. Our reprints are professionally produced in a selection
of quantities and shipped by priority shipping to your delivery address. Learn more about our fixed price
reprints service. We also offer a range of services to the pharmaceutical and medical communications
industries.

Supplements publication

Publishing a set of papers in a supplement offers flexibility, efficiency, high visibility, and reduced fees.
Learn more about publishing a supplement in a Libertas journal.

Institutional memberships

An institutional membership reduces fees and avoids publication delays caused by payment processing.
Learn more about institutional memberships.
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PRE-SUBMISSION CHECK-LIST
Before submitting your manuscript verify that you are compliant with the following points.
Manuscript preparation:

e Optionally, consider using our manuscript template—included with this document—and if English is
not your first language consider having your paper proof read. Libertas offers a professional English
proof reading and manuscript preparation service. You may optionally specify any peer reviewers
you don’t want to review your paper but you may not recommend peer reviewers.

e Verify that your manuscript meets our simple presentation requirements and that references are
formatted with AMA reference style.

e Review the ethical and legal requirements: compliance with these is in your interest.

e Select a journal to submit your manuscript to. Each journal’s home page lists the databases/indexes
it appears in, and the journal’s About page contains information on its aims and scope, article
processing fees, and any submission requirements specific to the journal. If you aren’t sure if your
paper is suitable consider using our Ask an Editor in Chief service.

Manuscript submission:

e The submission process takes two to five minutes. Start your submission here. If you are
contributing a paper to a supplement or a commissioned paper on a specific topic follow the
submission guidance given in your email from the commissioning editor or journal business
coordinator.

e On the first screen provide your name and some contact details. Complete the anti-spam code and
then click the orange button to continue.

e On the second screen provide details on your paper. Choose the journal you wish to submit your
paper to and enter the title and abstract. Click the orange button to continue to the next screen.

e Upload your manuscript and any associated files. Verify that you have read our terms and
conditions: these contain important points that you must be aware of. Click the orange button again.

e Your submission is now complete. You will receive an email immediately confirming that our
manuscript submission system has received your submission. Please take care to read this email
fully.

After submission you will be regularly updated by staff on the status of your paper. Peer review and the
first editorial decision on your paper can be expected within three to four weeks, although longer or shorter
times are occasionally encountered.
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